


Letter from the Executive Director
November 2008

Despite an economic downturn which began in late 2007, NI contin-
ued to serve Calumet Region communities.

During the 11.01.07 - 10.31.08 reporting period, NI staff made 9,255
contacts consisting of new and old customers, general inquiries, ad-
ministrative matters and other types of exchanges.

NI directly improved 94 homes through the Best House on the Block
Contest®, rehab lending, Operation Restoration 2008 and other meth-
ods (see pages 4 & 5). Customers reported that NI programs caused
156 additional homes to be improved.

Staff presented the BHOTBC® program in Baltimore June 17 and 18
to Healthy Neighborhoods practitioners from Chattanooga, Detroit,
Milwaukee, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, St. Louis, and Wilmington, DE.
Staff also registered a U.S. patent pending on BHOTBC® methodol-

ogy.

As the U.S. economy continues to worsen, NI has turned its focus to
providing foreclosure avoidance counseling and other income-
producing projects, such as the partnership with ACCION Chicago
(see page 3).
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NI Installs New Marquee

NI unveiled its new
marquee sign on the
southeast side of its
building in spring of
2008 in order to ef-
fectively market its

i ucts to the heavy

northbound trafﬁc on Kennedy Avenue. NI commis-
sioned Sign Concepts, a fellow Hessville business, to
produce and install the marquee.
NI has seen a marked increase in the number of walk-
in customers from the neighborhood. Along with the
storefront design of the building, the marquee gives
NI more visibility and information regarding the na-
ture of our work in the Calumet Region.

NI Makes Headlines With
Annual Polka
Parade Performance

The  Neighbor-
hoods  IncSKI
Surplus Building
Materials  and
Construction Site
Refuse Air Band
sang and danced

=¥
“~ sUqu
WSty with even more
enthusiasm  this

From left to right: Polaca, Lola, Schlomo, Cool summer durlng
Breeze, Mini-Lola, Sandrew and Freak. the Polka Parade
at the annual

Pierogi Fest due to a Times of Northwest Indiana arti-
cle, which featured a full length story and photo of
our “crazy PVC air band.” The July 25th article gave
a history of the band’s members, wardrobes and sig-
nature tunes over the past seven years.

Two Affordable Houses Completed

Two new afford-
able homes are
now complete an
ready for occu-
pancy! The two
homes, located on -
the northeast cor- ;
ner of Columbia

Avenue and 172" & —

Street in Hammond, are listed for sale for $112,500
each. Each 1232 sq. ft. home includes two bedrooms
and two full baths, a huge living room, eat-in kitchen
and a utility room. The homes are fully carpeted and
come equipped with stoves, refrigerators and full
window treatments. Pleasant landscaping, off-street
parking and large covered front porches make these
homes real attributes to the neighborhood.

Eligible homebuyers can apply for a very low interest
down payment assistance loan through Hammond
Enterprise Development Corporation.

BP Improves East Chicago

For the second con-
secutive year, NI part-
nered with a local vol-
unteer group to provide =
home improvements
and repairs to needful |
homeowners in the}
New Addition area o
East Chicago.

§ " undertake the repairing of six homes.

g The “Day of Caring” began with a

kickoff breakfast at St. Catherine of
Siena Church on August 22nd.







Dog Walk Returns in Calumet City

On Sunday, September 21 Calu-
met City went to the dogs for a
tail-wagging good time. Over,
150 two- and four-legged friends §
gathered at Memorial Park for the §
Annual Neighborhoods Inc. Dog
Walk. The Dog Walk was held in Hammond from
2001—2006. This year the event was sponsored by

Mayor Michelle Markiewicz Qualkinbush of Calumet
City.

g The walk, led by
Grand Marshal
Mayor Michelle and
« her dog Scrappy, cir-

cled the neighbor-
@ hood with a stop in
front of St. Victor

Church  where Fr.
Leonard Dubi per-
formed a blessing ceremony. Not a single bark or howl
was heard as Fr. Dubi raised his aspergillum to sprinkle
holy water on the beloved canines.

The furriest dogs were the first to take the stage and con-
tests for best trick, best ;
dressed and best pooch
smooch followed. Win-
ners hailed from: Calu-
met City, South Holland,
Highland, Hobart and | b &
East Chicago. Certifi- </
cates were awarded and ==
prizes were donated by local businesses.

The winners were:

Furriest Dog: Foxy, Highland

Best Dressed: Nacho & Poncho, Calumet City
Best Trick: King, South Holland

Pooch Smooch: Diego, Calumet City

www.neighborhoodsinc.com

Click under “NEW?” icon to
view 2003-2007 Annual Reports

What People Are Saying...

Although a small organization, NI has achieved many suc-
cesses due to their innovative community building techniques,
and they continue to forge ahead of the pack in helping create
opportunities for neighborhood revitalization for low-moderate
income neighborhoods. Last year over 120 homes in the Calu-
met Region were improved, a feat that would be impressive for
even a larger CDC in the greater-Chicago market including
northwest Indiana.

NI is a worthy organization making its mark in the field of
community development.

—Thomas P. Fitzgibbon, Jr., MB Financial Bank

On behalf of the Bank of America Charitable Foundation, we
sincerely appreciate your nomination for the Neighborhood
Excellence Initiative.  We are committed to the economic
strength and stability of the communities in which we do busi-
ness. We recognize there is a vital link between the health of
our business and the health of the communities in which we
operate. Organizations such as yours continue to play a fun-
damental role in the success of our neighborhoods.

We applaud your efforts, which are truly a testament to your
organization’s commitment in making our community healthier
and stronger.

—Julie Chavez, Bank of America

1 wish to tell you what a terrific experience it was enter the
Best House on the Block Contest® in Calumet City. It was a
great motivator and very satisfying in the process, especially
the look of everything completed. It looks like a new house!
My neighbors drive by and compliment the improvements. [
noticed some of my neighbors started some improvements on
their own homes and still others said they would like to enter
the contest next year. So I hope you continue the contest—it’s
a really good thing for our neighborhoods.

—Andrew DeYoung, Calumet City

Operation Restoration benefitted my family and community
greatly. It made me feel better about my property and
neighborhood. It was at the point of no return before NI inter-
vened and gave me a new look. Most of all, the “before” and
“after” results were outstanding!

My positive experiences with NI are greatly appreciated. Staff
and representatives of NI pitched in and made sure everything
went well and kept us informed of the deadline dates and proc-
ess. It helped motivate me to go above and beyond to help
beautify our home and neighborhood.

NI is the tool we need to help us keep a positive mindset!

—Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Tensley, East Chicago



THANK YOU TO OUR INVECTORG!

10 YEARS
First Midwest Bank
St. Margaret Mercy Healthcare Centers

9 YEARS

Centier Bank

Hammond Machine Works
Mantis Dentistry

Peoples Bank

Snow Pros

Unicorp Federal Credit Union
NIPSCO

8 YEARCG

American Trust & Savings Bank
Beckman, Kelly & Smith
Carras-Szany-Kuhn & Associates
Citizens Savings Foundation
City of Calumet City

First Federal Savings & Loan
Harris Bank

Jupiter Aluminum

Korellis Roofing

LaHayne Funeral Home

7 YEARG

BP Foundation

Carefree Carpets

Emcor Hyre Electric

JPMorgan Chase

McShane’s

Smith Brothers ~ Ridgeway Petroleum
Standard Bank

Terry Steagall ~ Re/Max Professional Ctr.

6 YEARC

Ameristar Casino

City of Hammond

Fall Creek Consultants

First Financial Bank
Hammond National Company
Insulation Fabricators
Service Sanitation

State Line Pizza

The Henry Company

5 YEARC

Aker Construction

American Savings FSB
Boilermakers Local 374

Boss’ Lounge

Charles Maclin ~ Allstate
Corus Bank

Golden Studio

Lake Federal Bank FSB
Liberty Savings Bank FSB
Morton Roofing & Engineering
North Township Trustee

PM Tech

Rosko’s Concessions
Steffens’ Bakery

TCF Foundation

Thomas J. Pucalik ~ Johnny's Tap
Woodmar Animal Clinic

4 YEARC

American Trust Investment Services
Calumet Crossing Management ~ Wendy’s
Fast Lane Foods

Ferree Movers

Foundations of East Chicago

Hasse Construction Company

Krooswyk Trucking & Excavating

Millwright & Machinery Erectors Local 1043
National City Bank

Northlake Auto Recyclers

Ronwal Transportation

Ted'’s Feed Store

The Dance Connection

Vale Construction

Van Til's Supermarket

Virgil Huber Funeral Home

3 YEARS

BowWowTique

Downtown Hammond Council
Dunhill Tuxedos

Eddie’s Blacktop

Enterprise Network Group

First Savings Bank of Hegewisch
GCR Firestone/Hammond
Humane Society Calumet Area
Indiana Sheltie Rescue

Lake Mortgage

McFarland Homes Management
Meier's Landscaping & Lawn Service
Oil Express ~ Calumet City
Popa Heating & Cooling
Professional Land Surveying
Regional Federal Credit Union
Sign Concepts

Sportsman’s Tap

The Roofing Corporation
Transportation Support Group
Wal-Mart

2 YEARC

21st Century Democrats

American Greyhound

Calumet College of St. Joseph

Dave Speckman ~ Re/Max Realty Assoc.
Gentle Touch Pet Massage & Therapy
George C. Patrick & Associates
Hammond Chiropractic Life Center
Hammond Community Corporation
Indiana Harbor Belt Railroad

Kusiak Construction

Laborers’ Union #41

Lake County K-9 Unit

Law Office of David Gladish

Legacy Foundation

McGee’s Plumbing

Melissa J. Hickey ~ T.J. Boyle Real Estate
Meyer Brothers, Inc.

Michael S. Perez, D.D.S.

Petland ~ Lansing

Siemer Heating & Cooling

The Pangere Corporation

Vidimos, Inc.

2008 NEW DONORC

Bob’s Body Shop

Cause 4 Paws Humane Society & Rescue
MB Financial Bank CDC

Midwest Badger Concrete

Nornat Management ~ McDonald’s

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Co.

The Pooped Pooch
US Bones
Vyto’s Pharmacy

2007 DONORS

A.R.M.S. of Crestwood

Advantage Signs & Graphics
Affordable Signs

Automotive Technologies

Bocken Funeral Home

Brown Jug

Burnham Auto Parts

Burnham Gas Mart ~ Citgo

Calumet Lubricants

Child Life Community Day Care Academy
Complete Car Care

Cool Heat

Daley’s Medical Transportation
Hammond Mufflers

Himani Food & Deli

lliana Financial Credit Union
International Food & Liquor Discount
J & J Newell Concrete Contractors
MBJ Mr. Bult's

Mustafa Abdel Hadi Harb

Paul Price Amvets Post #43
Puroclean Fire & Water Damage Specialists
Quality Insurance Providers
Robinson Engineering

Scrap Metal Services

The Home Depot Foundation

Van Senus Auto Parts

Walter J. & Jane H. Liska
Waterfront Marine

INDIVIDUALS 2008 () indicates years of giving
Monica & Gary Allen (5)
Carol Ancis (2)

Timothy Anderson (4)
Debbie & John Bachmann (5)
Michelle & William Bahus (2)
Catherine & Calvin Bellamy (3)
Pauline Beyer

Carole & Leonard Bezat (2)
Roseann Bonato

B. Boris Boomington

Pam & Mark Boroughs (3)
Elizabeth & Thomas Conley (8)
Kathy Courtney

Joan M. Crepeau (3)

Duane Dedelow

Margie & Ernie Dillon (4)
Denise & Dennis DiSanto (4)
Eva Duncan (5)

Frances Dupey (5)

Jane & Vincent Elias (4)

Bill Emerson (2)

Margaret Evans (2)

Sherry Fanelli (2)

Hattie Fitzgerald (2)

Sheri Fredianelli (2)

Tina & John Garcia
Raymundo Garcia

Sandra & Robert Garrison (5)
M. Ken Garvin (3)

Gloria Gayle

Evangeline Godinez
Anthony Higgs (3)

Homero “Chico” Hinojosa (3)
Janice & John Holmes (2)
Sharon Hopper (2)

Annette & Paul Horgash (2)
Patricia Huber (2)

Gerald Hunter

Kathryn & Joseph Jezuit (4)
Kathleen & Matthew Jones (5)
Mark Kalwinski

Amy & Joe Kellerher (3)
Linda Kowal

Shirley & William Kowalisyn
Larry Kutz

Juliana Kyowski (3)

Dawn Lowers (2)

Nancy & Tom Machnikowski (6)
Keith Magiera (3)

Robert Markovich (2)

B. Marlow (2)

Mary Martin (2)

Judy Maruszczak (2)

Patrice & Victor Matias (2)
Penny McCreight (2)

Loree McKinney (2)

Thomas McMahon

Kassia Mehidi (5)

Brad Meier

Daniel Mizerski (7)

Maria Mizerski (7)

Lynette Morris (2)

Wendelin Nugent (2)

Mike & Eternity Nykowski (2)
Janet & Robert Oberman
Lorraine & Eric Owens (2)
Donna Panning (2)

Kimberly Pieszchala (6)
Catherine Piwowar (2)
Kimberly Poland

Salvador Polito (5)

Kathy Pucalik (2)

Michelle Markiewicz Qualkinbush (6)
Hope Quintero (2)

Manuel Razo, Jr. (2)

Mara & Matt Reardon (2)
Patricia & Melvin Reeder (5)
Theresa Rivas (2)

Robin & John Salzeider (6)
Christine Sapyta (2)

Dr. Daniel Schlesinger (5)
Alex Semchuk (2)

Suzanne Serafin (2)
Elizabeth Simmons (4)

Amy & David Speaks (4)
Kevin Speaks (5)

Virginia & Keith Speaks (8)

Tara Stanley (2)

Janice Stasiuk Tazbir (2)
Mary Sterkowicz (2)

Robert Straga (2)

Ron Tabaczynski (2)

Gerald Tarka (3)

Sophie Tarka (4)

Brett & Lisa Wilson

Margaret Wisniewski (2)
Sandra & Christopher Wojtaszek (8)
Gretchen Wolf (2)

Patricia Yankanich (5)

Ardell Young (3)

Diane & John Zaborowski (3)
Nancy Zellers

Denise & Nick Zivanovic

Many thanks for your in-kind
donatione:

Blue Dog Bakery
Boilermakers Local 374
Calumet City Plumbing
Calumet Memorial Park District
Exclusively Pet

Gary SouthShore Railcats
Hammond Pet Hospital
Hammond Public Library
Jimbooo’s Catering
Kassia Mehidi

Langel's Pizza

Leona’s Catering

Mantis Dentistry

Maria Mizerski

Mark Nosich

McShane’s

National City Bank

Nick Zivanovic

Nornat ~ McDonald’s

Oil Express ~ Calumet City
Ophelia Steen Center
Pepsi

Sanfratello’s Pizza

Shear Style

The Blue Room Café

The Henry Company
Torrence Liquors

Towle Community Theater
Virginia & Keith Speaks
Zoom Clean



